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NEW YORK TIMES
24 February 1987

U.S. Denies a Plot on Qaddafi

WASHINGTON, Feb. 23 (Reuters) —
The White House has dismissed a re-
port that the United States set out to
kill Muammar ei-Qaddafi, the Libyan
leader, in air raids on Tripoli last
spring.

“The bombs that feil on the Qaddafi
family compound were targeted on
military barracks 600 feet away,” a
White House spokesman, Dan HowardA
said Sunday. ““There was no plan to go
after Qaddafi specifically.”

In an article Sunday in The New
York Times Magazine, Seymour M.
Hersh reported that the primary aim
of the April 1986 raid was not to strike
at guerrilla and military installations,

as the Reagan Administration assert-
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ed; but to assassinate the Libyan lead-
er.
viewed more than 70 United States offi-

cials _and _servi

months, quoted one Air Force intell‘i-
gence officer as having said:

no_question W -
dafi. 1t_was briefed that way. They

wer .
Some bombs did hit Colonel Qadda-
fi's headquarters inside a military bar-
racks in Tripoli. The Libyan leader was
unhurt, but his adopted 15-month-old;
daughter was killed, and scores of peo-
ple were reported killed in the raids on
the Libyan capital and on Benghazi.
Mr. Hersh said the plan was co-ordi-

nated by the National Security Counc/®
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